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A  In  the  International  Military 
p  Tribunal  for  the  Far  East . 

THE  UNITED  STATES_OF_AIjERiCA 
'"AND  OTHERS  ' 

v . 

ARAK1  Sadao  and  Others 

_  AFFIDAVIT 

r 

|  I?  George  De  Verdon  V/B3TLEY  of  284a  Camberwell  Road,  Camberwell, 

I  in  the  State  of  Victoria,  formerly  VX44808  Major  G,  De  V.  Westley 
I  of  2/21  Infantry  Battalion  make  oath  and  says- 

1 «  On  3rd.  February  1942,  I  was  one  of  the  39 

officers  and  752  other  ranks  of  the  Australian  Forces  captured  by 
the  Japanese  on  the  Ambon  Town  side  of  Ambon  Island,  We  were 
confined  in  Tan  Toey  Camp,  Dutch  prisoners  of  war  were  held  in  a 
separate  compound  on  the  other  side  of  a  road  which  separated  the 
two  compounds. 

2.  On  26th  October,  1942,  a  draft  of  263  prisoners 

of  war  including  the  Battalion  Commander  and  all  except  one 
medical  officer  were  taken  from  the  Australian  Forces  and 
despatched  to  an  unknown  destination.  Nearly  all  of  the  Dutch 
prisoners  of  war  were  taken  on  the  same  ship.  I  remained  and  had 
22  officers  and  505  other  ranks  under  my  command, 

3*  Early  in  1942  the  Japanese  had  placed  within  the 

boundaries  of  our  camp  a  bomb  dump  of  approximately  200,000  pounds 
of  high  explosive  aerial  bombs.  This  was  placed  within  50  yards 
of  the  Camp  Hospital.  I  protested  to  the  Japs  but  they  refused  to 
remove  it  saying  that  the  Allies  wouldn't  bomb  it  because  they 
knew  we  were  in  the  camp.  On  15th  February,  1943,  as  a  result  of  1 
bombing  raid  this  dump  was  exploded.  Ten  Australians,  including 
the  Medical  Officer,  were  killed  and  75  were  wounded,.  Host  of  the 
camp  was  blown  flat  and  more  than  half  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

I  was  then  told  by  the  Japs  to  put  a  large  red  cross  on  the  roof 
of  one  of  the  still  remaining  buildings.  The  rest  of  the  camp 
was  still  burning.  Japanese  planes  flew  over  and  photographed 
the  camp.  I  was  then  ordered  to  take  the  Red  Cross  down  and 
realised  that  it  had  only  been  erected  for  propaganda  purposes. 

4.  Up  to  August,  1944,  the  rice  ration  was  17  ounce? 

per  man  per  day.  Occasional  issues  of  fish  and  vegetables  were 
made,  but  never  at  any  time  was  the  daily  ration  adequate  for  the 
amount  or  kind  of  work  the  men  had  to- do.  During  September  and 
October,  1944,  the  daily  ration  was  ounces  of  rice  and  7^ 
ounces  of  tapioca  flour  per  man.  During  November  and  December  the 
daily  ration  was  9  ounces  of  tapioca  flour  and  no  rice.  For 
January  to  March,  1945,  the  daily  ration  was  8-|  ounces  of  rice 
1  uor  man  plus  sometimes  sweet  potatoes  but  these  were  all  bad. 
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In  the  International  Military 
Tribunal  for  the  Far  East „ 

THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
AND_OTTLFES  ' 

*  *  V 

ARAKI  Sadao  and  Others 
_  AFFIDAVIT 

I ' 

j  I?  fte.org  e  De  Verdon  WE3TLEX  of  284a  Camberwell  Road,  Camberwell, 

I  in  the  State  of  Victoria,  formerly  VX44808  Major  G,  De  V.  Westley 
I  of  2/21  Infantry  Battalion  make  oath  and  says- 

1 o  On  3rd.  February  1942,  I  was  one  of  the  39 

officers  and  752  other  ranks  of  the  Australian  Forces  captured  by 
the  Japanese  on  the  Ambon  Town  side  of  Ambon  Island,  We  were 
confined  in  Tan  Toey  Camp,  Dutch  prisoners  of  war  were  held  in  a 
separate  compound  on  the  other  side  of  a  road  which  separated  the 
two  compounds. 

2.  On  26th  October,  1942,  a  draft  of  263  prisoners 

of  war  including  the  Battalion  Commander  and  all  except  one 
medical  officer  were  taken  from  the  Australian  Forces  and 
despatched  to  an  unknown  destination.  Nearly  all  of  the  Dutch 
prisoners  of  war  were  taken  on  the  same  ship,  I  remained  and  had 
22  officers  and  50?  other  ranks  under  my  command, 

3*  Early  in  1942  the  Japanese  had  placed  within  the 

boundaries  of  our  camp  a  bomb  dump  of  approximately  200,000  pounds 
of  high  explosive  aerial  bombs.  This  was  placed  within  ^0  yards 
of  the  Camp  Hospital.  I  protested  to  the  Japs  but  they  refused  to 
remove  it  saying  that  the  Allies  wouldn't  bomb  it  because  they 
knew  we  were  in  the  camp.  On  15th  February,  1943,  as  a  result  of  i 
bombing  raid  this  dump  was  exploded.  Ten  Australians,  including 
the  Medical  Officer,  were  killed  and  75  were  wounded  c.  Host  of  the 
camp  was  blown  flat  and  more  than  half  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

I  was  then  told  by  the  Japs  to  put  a  large  red  cross  on  the  roof 
of  one  of  the  still  remaining  buildings.  The  rest  of  the  camp 
was  still  burning.  Japanese  planes  flew  over  and  photographed 
the  camp,  I  was  then  ordered  to  take  the  Red  Cross  down  and 
realised  that  it  had  only  been  erected  for  propaganda  purposes. 

4«  Up  to  August,  1944,  the  rice  ration  was  17  ounce.* 

per  man  per  day.  Occasional  issues  of  fish  and  vegetables  were 
made,  but  never  at  any  time  was  the  daily  ration  adequate  for  the 
amount  or  kind  of  work  the  men  had  to-do.  During  September  and 
October,  1944,  the  daily  ration  was  1^  ounces  of  rice  and  7~h 
ounces  of  tapioca  flour  per  man.  During  November  and  December  the 
daily  ra'tion  was  9  ounces  of  tapioca  flour  and  no  rice.  For 
January  to  March,  1945,  the  daily  ration  was  8^  ounces  of  rice 
’  rcr  man  plus  sometimes  sweet  potatoes  but  these  were  all  bad. 
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April  and  Hay  the  ration  was  6  ounces  of  rice  and  from  June  to 
August,  1945,  it  was  4  ounces  of  rice.  After  the  Japanese 
surrender  the  rice  ration  was  increased  to  27  ounces  per  man 
per  day  and  in  addition  tinned  meat,  and  fish,  fresh  vegetables, 
sugar  and  salt  were  issued  showing  that  the  supplies  of  these 
foods  were  available.  The  Japanese  guards  got  much  better 
rations  than  we  did.  They  did  not  suffer  from  any  shortage  of 
food. 


*  Continuously  throughout  the  period  of  captivity 

the  majority  of  officers  and  men  were  forced  to  work  on  military- 
tasks.  These  included  loading  and  unloading  supplies  and  muni ti 01 
from  ships,  building  roads  and  stores,  oil  tanks,  air-raid  shelter 
tank  straps,  gun  positions  trench  systems  and  delousing  bombs. 

The  hours  of  work  were  from  7  a,m.  to  6  p.m.  I  made  protests 
about  the  nature  of  the  work  on  which  the  men  were  engaged  but 
these  were  of  no  avail.  If  the  men  refused  to  work  they  were 
beaten.  On  one  occasion  when  I  protested  the  Camp  Commandant 
struck  an  ulcer  on  my  leg  with  a  stick.  On  another  occasion  when 
I  complained  about  a  sick  American  being  made  to  work  I  was  struck 
on  the  face.  Sick  men  were  made  to  work.  Men  with  terrific 
ulcers,  men  suffering  from  malaria,  beri  beri,  enteritis  and  other 
diseases  were  forced  to  work  by  the  Japanese.  I  have  seen  men 
on  crutches  and  sticks  forced  to  work,,  I  know  of  other  cases  of 
men  who  were  so  -weak  that  they  had  to  be  lifted  on  to  trucks 
being  forced  to  work. 


6.  After  August,  1944,  a  particular  drastic  form 

of  torture  was  introduced  by  the  Japs.  We  called  it  “the  long 
carry •“  In  my  opinion  it  was  deliberately  instituted  to  bre?k  dov 
the  morale  and  to  kill  off  the  weaker  prisoners.  At  that  time  the 
men  were  in  an  extremely  weakened  condition,  many  were  sick  as 
well.  They  were  forced  to  carry  90  pounds  bags  of  cement  one  per 
man,  or  a  250  pound  aerial  bomb  between  2  men  up  a  very  steep 
incline.  They  were  beaten  with  sticks  or  pick  handles  if  they 
lagged.  The  men  left  at  about  6  a.m.  and  returned  at  8  p.m. 

The  distance  to  the  place  where  these  things  were  dumped  and 
back  was  about  miles.  The  cement  and  bombs  could  have  been 
transported  easily  by  sea  as  both  the  place  where  they  were 
picked  up  and  the  place  where  they  were  dumped  was  near  the  sea. 


7#  Discipline  was  enforced  by  the  Japanese  by 

beating  with  pick  handles,  iron  bars,  steel  wire  cables  etc. 

In  1942  on  one  occasion  eleven  men  were  executed  by  the  Japs. 

About  4  men  had  been  outside  the  compound  and  were  caught.  They 
had  been  out  to  try  to  get  food.  The  Japs  alleged  that  19  others 
were  implicated.  They  took  the  23  men  to  the  Japanese  Headquarter 
outside  the  camp  where  they  were  tortured  and  beaten  for  five 
davs.  I  could  hear  their  screams  and  could  see  the  rise  and  fall 
/  of  the  iron  bars  as  they  we  re  struck.  When  they  lost  consciousness 
)  they  were  revived  with  water  and  the  beating  continued.  Eleven  01 
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t\  r  ware  then  t'Yrn  nv/cy  and  executed.  Those  that  came  back  were 
just  a  horrible  .  oc-k  ir.g  mass  of  black  and  blue  blood  bruises.  The 
Japs  had  also  tortured  them  with  lighted  cigarettes  and  had  hung 
them  up  by  their  thumbs.  All  have  since  died  except  Private  Elsurn. 


8.  The  Japanese  executed  17  Australians  altogether, 

11  for  leaving  camp  to  obtain  food  after  dark,  5  for  stealing 
food  from  a  Jap  store  and  one  for  attempting  to  escape.  Sixteen 
were  beheaded  and  one  was  shot. 


9.  Of  the  528  men  at  Tan  Toey  on  26  Oct.  42  only 

123  were  alive  on  capitulation  of  the  Japs  and  two  of  these 
subsequently  died  at  Morotai  to  which  v:e  were  evacuated. 

Sworn  at  MELBOURNE  ) 

in  the  State  of  Victoria  ) 

this  the  Seventh  day  )  (Sgd)  G.  Do  V.  LESTLEY 

of  October,  1946,  ) 

Before  me 


(sgd)  W e  A.  Fax 

Commissioner  for  taking  affidavits  and  doclarations  under  the 

Evidence  Act  1928, 
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